
 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 The public meeting of the North Cornwall Township Planning Commission was held on 
Wednesday, April 30, 2014 at the North Cornwall Township Offices located at 320 South 18th Street, 
Lebanon, PA at 7:00PM.   In attendance were: 
 
Commission Members: 
Heidi Bingaman Ed Copenhaver Jim Brandt Bob Gearhart Harold Kreider 
Jennifer Eirich 
 
Ralph D. Heister had notified the office that he may not be in attendance (excused). 
 
Township Officials: 
Robin L. Getz, and  Sam Abram  
 
Public: 
Per Sign in sheet.  
 
1. Ms. Eirich called the meeting to order at 7:00PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.    

 
2. Approval-Minutes from March 26, 2014 Minutes approved on motion of Mr. Brandt, seconded 

by Mr. Copenhaver with all voting in favor. 
 
3. Plan Briefing-Land Development Plan for Bollard (Frederick Chevrolet) It was noted that 

there were items that needed to go before the Zoning Hearing Board and that the plan was not 
ready for action this evening.  Mr. Copenhaver made motion to table action until the next meeting.  
Motion was seconded by Ms. Eirich with all voting in favor. 
 

4. Discussion – DRAFT SLDO Ordinance–Ms. Eirich guided the members through the various 
appendices of the draft ordinance.  There was good discussion throughout this review.  It was 
agreed to have several of the provided templates reviewed for an opinion as they related to 
Lebanon County Planning and Recorder of Deeds.  Ms. Getz confirmed that the current process 
was working with very little concern.  If it were made too complex there could be more of a 
chance of something being missed.  It was surmised that several of the proposed appendices were 
created for use in other areas, but would be more than needed in this community. 

 
It was agreed that the Commission would work on the definitions portion at their next meeting. 
 

5. Discussion – Modification of Zoning-As it related to the list of approximately twenty-one (21) 
items provided at the last meeting due to some repetitive and pressing issues there were several 
amendments that were suggested to be dealt with immediately and that the planning commission 
could work through the remainder as they required more discussion.  A few that were noted were 
being moved to the SLDO as recommended by Rettew.  Ms. Getz relayed that she had created a 
specific list of immediate proposed amendments that would affect the Highway Commercial, 
Planned Commercial and Office and Institutional zones.  Some of the significant items were 
working through the planting/screening requirements of the existing ordinance.  Although the  
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intent is understood in certain cases especially with corner lots the requirement made the land too 
limited for reasonable development.  It was felt that the intent could be accomplished by using a 
different methodology.  The members would also like to review the language of North and South 
Lebanon Township’s zoning where screening is concerned.  The seven (7) immediate items  
involved amending the Clear Sight Triangle provisions, amending the Outdoor Lighting Standard, 
amending sections of Article 2 related to front yard setbacks of nonresidential building, structures, 
off street parking and loading districts, amending the vegetative screening, amending the interior 
sidewalk requirements, moving to SLDO the sections related to riparian buffers and carbonate 
geology and amending the requirement in the AG district related to the nonconforming lots that 
were created with the adoption of the new zoning amendments.  Following discussion as to the 
rationale and impact the members concurred with the modifications as presented.  The Township 
will continue their efforts for those immediate changes with an anticipated adoption date of July. 
 
Ms. Eirich questioned if the Zoning items were more important than the SLDO so that they could 
concentrate their efforts accordingly.  Ms. Getz felt Zoning should be completed first and as such, 
as requested, she would review the remaining items on the provided list and give them a priority 
ranking for the members to work through. 
 
Mr. Abram relayed that he thought the short list important enough to justify the cost of advertising 
them as two packages verses waiting for one complete package.  In that same line discussion 
began concerning his suggestion of an overlay district for the EXPO.  Mr. Gearhart verbally 
shared information he had located and would provide copies to the members.  Ms. Eirich agreed 
that the members should first look at what should be considered as permitted events.  With that 
they reviewed a list that was provided by Mr. Abram at the last meeting.  Of the seventeen (17) 
items provided two were not accept and one was added.  It was agreed that they would also review 
the list obtained by Mr. Gearhart at the next meeting. 
 

6. Any Other Business –No other business this evening. 
 
7. Announced Next meeting – Wednesday, May 28, 2014 at 7:00PM Ms. Eirich announced the 

next meeting. 
 
8. Adjournment With no other business Ms. Eirich declared the meeting adjourned at 10:08PM. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Robin L. Getz, Recording Secretary  
On behalf of 
Ed Copenhaver 
Secretary 
rlg 


